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Empowering Education in India: Rethinking Access to 
Equity and Inclusivity through the Samagra Shiksha 

Abhiyan 

Md Asraul Hoque* and Krishnan Chalil

The Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA), evolving into the Samagra Shiksha scheme, marks a 
significant government initiative to enhance inclusive, quality education across India. This 
study critically examines its impact on promoting equitable learning opportunities, analyzing 
literature and government reports to evaluate key areas: infrastructure development, teacher 
training, and curriculum improvement. These elements are essential for fostering inclusive 
environments that address diverse learner needs, and supporting India’s sustainable 
development goals by reducing gender, socio-economic, and geographic disparities. Data is 
primarily drawn from secondary sources, i.e. empirical data as reported in the Lok Sabha 
sessions. The research identifies both successes and challenges in Samagra Shiksha’s inclusive 
practices. While the scheme has expanded access, persistent gaps in quality and inclusivity 
remain, largely due to resource allocation, teacher readiness, and community engagement. 
Overall, Samagra Shiksha is transforming education access nationwide, yet sustained efforts 
are essential for achieving true educational equity. This study contributes by highlighting 
achievements, limitations, and pathways for advancing inclusive quality education in India... 
 
Keywords: Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan; Inclusive education; Quality education; 
Educational equity; Infrastructure development; Sustainable development goals.  
 
“A quality education can transform lives by empowering people and helping overcome 
poverty, inequality and discrimination. It’s also a human right” UNESCO 2021

Introduction 
Education is a vital driver of social and 
economic progress, especially in diverse, 
rapidly developing nations like India, where 
providing high-quality, inclusive education is 
essential yet challenging. Despite numerous 
policies, India’s educational landscape faces 
considerable barriers, with disparities in 
access, quality, and resources varying across 
regions. These challenges disproportionately 
affect marginalized groups—such as girls, 
students with disabilities, and socio-
economically disadvantaged communities—
who lack adequate support to achieve their 
educational potential. Addressing these 
disparities is crucial for both individual 

empowerment and broader social equity, 
aligning with sustainable development goals 
that promote inclusive growth across the 
country.
In 2018, India introduced the Samagra 
Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA), an ambitious 
initiative designed to unify and expand 
earlier educational schemes, including 
the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan, the Rashtriya 
Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan, and various 
teacher education initiatives. SSA’s vision 
encompasses the educational journey from 
early childhood through senior secondary 
levels, creating an equitable and adaptive 
framework to meet the diverse needs of 
Indian students. This consolidated approach 
emphasizes four pillars: infrastructure 
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development, teacher training, curriculum 
reform, and digital resources, all aimed 
at reducing educational disparities and 
increasing accessibility, especially in rural 
and underserved areas (Jojo, 2013). By 
addressing these core areas, SSA seeks 
to create inclusive learning environments 
that cater to diverse learner requirements, 
thereby levelling the educational playing 
field.
While SSA’s goals are ambitious, and its 
investments substantial, challenges in 
implementation persist, particularly around 
resource allocation, infrastructure quality, 
and regional discrepancies in educational 
outcomes (Desai & Kulkarni, 2008). This 
study critically examines SSA’s impact on 
‘educational access, equity, and quality’ 
(Govinda et al, 2017, Tilak, 2018)  to 
understand how effectively it tackles systemic 
obstacles hindering educational progress in 
India. Through a focused analysis of SSA’s 
interventions, this paper evaluates whether 
the initiative has successfully bridged 
educational gaps and promoted inclusivity. 
Key areas of investigation include SSA’s 
financial strategies to improve access, the 
adequacy of teacher training programs, and 
the adaptability of curricular and digital 
resources to support a diverse student 
population (Mishra, 2018). 
Aligned with Sustainable Development Goal 
4, which emphasizes inclusive and equitable 
quality education, SSA’s framework is 
essential for India’s progress in the global 
knowledge economy. The relevance of 
this study is further underscored by the 
introduction of India’s National Education 
Policy (NEP) 2020, which seeks to reinforce 
educational inclusivity and quality in ways 
that harmonize with SSA’s objectives. As 
India aspires to build a knowledge-based 
economy, comprehensive and inclusive 
educational policies are indispensable 
for fostering equitable and far-reaching 
development (Banerjee, 2014).
Ultimately, this paper aims to critically 
assess the effectiveness of the Samagra 

Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) in reshaping India’s 
educational landscape, with a focus on 
identifying both the achievements and 
limitations of its implementation (Nongbri, 
2017). By examining SSA’s impact, this 
examination contributes to the broader 
objective of creating a more inclusive, 
responsive, and equitable educational 
system that aligns with India’s commitment 
to sustainable development. A well-
functioning educational system is essential 
not only for national progress but also for 
ensuring that all learners, regardless of 
socioeconomic status, gender, disability, or 
geographic location, have the opportunity to 
access quality education and to contribute 
meaningfully to society.  Tilak (2018) 
argues that the financial allocations to the 
SSA scheme and its various programmes 
have suffered from insufficient funding 
that further restricts efforts to improve 
educational quality and equity. Against this 
backdrop, this paper aims to analyse funds 
to understand SSA’s effectiveness. 
This paper will address several key questions. 
First, it investigates how well the SSA 
has improved educational access, equity, 
and quality, particularly for marginalized 
communities that have historically faced 
barriers in education. Second, the study 
seeks to determine whether SSA has 
effectively reduced regional and demographic 
disparities, analyzing if its interventions 
have succeeded in bridging gaps in access 
and resources across India’s diverse regions 
and population groups. Third, the paper 
evaluates SSA’s strategic pillars—namely, 
infrastructure development, teacher training, 
curriculum reform, and digital resources—to 
assess their effectiveness in creating inclusive, 
high-quality learning environments. These 
areas of inquiry will provide insights into how 
SSA’s multifaceted approach has influenced 
educational access and equity, contributing 
to India’s aspirations for a knowledge-based 
and inclusive economy.
The study uses official reports, primarily 
answers to questions in the Lok Sabha 
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sessions. It presents a description of the 
statistical picture that emerges from the 
data. It presents the following six kinds of 
data regarding fund disbursement under SSA 
schemes: The approval status and spending 
of government elementary and secondary 
schools, approved funds for ICT and smart 
classrooms, library grants to schools under 
the Samagra Shiksha Scheme, and the 
distribution of sports equipment to schools 
across states are all summed up in this report. 
It also includes a state-by-state breakdown of 
the Samagra Shiksha Scheme in India and 
the spending and allocation of funds on ICT 
labs and smart classrooms. The analysis of 
the data is presented year-wise or state-wise. 
An attempt is made to present the critical 
insights from a close reading of the data.

Table 1: Summary of Government Elementary and Secondary Schools Approval Status and 
Financial Allocation/Expenditure for Rani Laxmi Bai Aatma Raksha Prashikshan under 

Samagra Shiksha Scheme in India (2019-2020 to 2022-2023)

Amounts in Lakhs 

Years

Elementary Secondary
Approvals Expenditure Approvals Expenditure

No. of 
Schools

Financial No. of 
Schools

Financial No. of 
Schools

Financial No. of 
Schools

Financial

2019-
2020

180160 15346.26 124287 7684.41 81800 6656.36 42241 3071.11

2020-
2021

147784 13300.56 44721 1486.85 81438 7329.42 38300 2120.9

2021-
20221

163045 8320.49 36381 1125.52 56869 3337.27 8457 350.34

2022-
2023

188005 23106.85 188005 - 83031 9082.63 83031 -

Note: 1: In the year 2021-22, funds were approved only for one month due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Source: Lok 
Sabha Unstarred Question No. 1208, dated 25.07.2022.

Section A: Current State of 
Educational Financing under 
Samagra Shiksha Schemes in 
India
The current state of educational financing 
under the Samagra Shiksha schemes in India 
reflects a pivotal approach to addressing 
educational needs comprehensively. 
Launched in 2018, the Samagra Shiksha 
Abhiyan (SSA) amalgamates several previous 
schemes to provide holistic education from 
preschool to senior secondary levels. This 
initiative aims to enhance educational 
quality, ensure equitable access, and foster 
inclusivity across diverse socio-economic 
backgrounds.

Table 1 shows fluctuating approvals and 
expenditures for government elementary and 
secondary schools under the Rani Laxmi Bai 
Aatma Raksha Prashikshan scheme  from 
2019 to 2023. Elementary school approvals 
peaked at 188,005 in 2022-2023, with 
corresponding expenditures also reaching 
their highest. Secondary school approvals 

saw a marked rise during this period. 
However, no reported expenditure in 2022-
2023 indicates potential issues in fund 
utilization, underscoring the need to address 
inefficiencies for Samagra Shiksha’s success 
in advancing inclusive, quality education 
across India.
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Table 2: Summary of Approved Funds for Information and Communication Technology 
(ICT) and Smart Classrooms under the Samagra Shiksha Scheme in India (2020-2021 to 

2022-2023)

(Rs. in Crore)

Particulars 2020-2021 2021-2022 2022-2023
Information and 
Communication 

Technology

704.6 1003.8 988.2

Smart Classrooms 231.8 909.6 787.4
Source: Lok Sabha Unstarred Question No. 3529, dated 08.08.2022.

Table 2 reveals a notable rise in funding 
for ICT and Smart Classrooms under the 
Samagra Shiksha Scheme from 2020 to 
2023. ICT funding increased from I704.6 
crore in 2020-2021 to I988.2 crore in 2022-
2023, while Smart Classroom funding 

peaked at I909.6 crore in 2021-2022, then 
slightly declined to I787.4 crore in 2022-
2023. These investments underscore the 
scheme’s commitment to enhancing digital 
infrastructure, essential for advancing 
inclusive, quality education across India.

Table 3: Distribution of Library Grants to Schools under the Samagra Shiksha Scheme in 
India (2019-2020 to 2022-2023)

States/UTs 2019-2020 2020-2021 2021-2022 2022-2023
Andaman & 

Nicobar Islands
328 328 329 329

Andhra Pradesh 36356 44682 44802 44998
Arunachal 
Pradesh

3062 2855 2896 2848

Assam 49678 45966 45860 45810
Bihar 72534 72475 72467 75424

Chandigarh 114 114 114 114
Chhattisgarh 48301 48298 48255 48291

Delhi 2735 2732 2713 2697
Dadra and Nagar 

Haveli and Daman 
and Diu

402 400 400 397

Goa 838 824 818 812
Gujarat 35046 35035 34946 34805
Haryana 14355 14400 14386 14477

Himachal Pradesh 15399 15368 15334 15328
Jammu & 
Kashmir

22451 22247 22250 22225

Jharkhand 14219 35447 35349 35331
Karnataka 43153 14945 39543 47959

Kerala 4723 4619 4728 4602
Ladakh 856 845 821 807

Lakshadweep 43 43 43 36
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Madhya Pradesh 119518 119106 98883 98634
Maharashtra 64914 64364 65158 65610

Manipur 2977 3023 2829 2831
Meghalaya 7778 7754 7761 7755
Mizoram 2541 2551 2529 2558
Nagaland 2060 1955 1953 1923
Odisha 54953 54503 53036 49960

Puducherry 414 412 412 412
Punjab 18950 19173 19145 19135

Rajasthan 66641 67267 67359 68455
Sikkim 764 769 839 838

Tamil Nadu 9582 37114 37391 37392
Telangana 28803 28646 28449 26306

Tripura 4301 4294 4258 4239
Uttar Pradesh 161190 161261 136943 2359
Uttarakhand 17153 16632 16446 16380
West Bengal 82225 82230 82749 82731

India 1009357 1032677 1012194 884808

Source: Lok Sabha Unstarred Question No. 17, dated 18.07.2022.

Table 3 reveals state-wise fluctuations in the 
number of schools receiving library grants 
under the Samagra Shiksha Scheme from 
2019 to 2023. States like Andhra Pradesh and 
Karnataka saw significant increases, reflecting 
targeted efforts to improve educational 
resources, while Uttar Pradesh experienced 
a sharp decline in 2022-2023. Nationally, 

the total number of schools receiving grants 
peaked in 2020-2021 but fell by 2022-2023, 
indicating shifting priorities and potential 
challenges in fund distribution. Strengthening 
library resources remains essential for 
inclusive quality education, emphasizing the 
need for consistent support across all states 
and Union Territories in India.

Table 4: Allocation of Sports Equipment to Schools across States under the Samagra Shiksha 
Scheme in India (2019-2020 to 2022-2023)

States/UTs 2019-2020 2020-2021 2021-2022 2022-2023
Andaman & Nicobar Islands 328 328 329 329

Andhra Pradesh 25811 44682 44802 44998
Arunachal Pradesh 3062 2855 2896 2848

Assam 50132 45967 45860 45810
Bihar 72534 72475 72467 75424

Chandigarh 311 351 114 114
Chhattisgarh 48339 48299 48255 48292

Delhi 2765 2761 2719 2707
Dadra and Nagar Haveli and 

Daman and Diu
402 400 400 397

Goa 838 740 818 812
Gujarat 35046 35035 34946 0
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Haryana 14355 14400 14386 14477
Himachal Pradesh 15402 15368 15334 15328
Jammu & Kashmir 22451 22315 22250 24758

Jharkhand 30884 35447 35349 15996
Karnataka 43493 10213 9350 47959

Kerala 4723 4618 4728 4602
Ladakh 856 845 821 807

Lakshadweep 43 43 43 36
Madhya Pradesh 119518 119106 98883 98634

Maharashtra 66552 0 65720 65610
Manipur 2977 3023 2829 2831

Meghalaya 2292 7767 7776 7755
Mizoram 2549 2559 2529 2558
Nagaland 2060 1955 1953 1923
Odisha 54953 54503 53036 49960

Puducherry 414 413 412 412
Punjab 19243 19167 19103 19135

Rajasthan 66641 60166 67359 68455
Sikkim 767 769 839 766

Tamil Nadu 1764 37112 37391 37392
Telangana 28803 28646 28449 26306

Tripura 1830 4303 4258 4248
Uttar Pradesh 161030 2235 136884 2359
Uttarakhand 17153 16634 16446 16380
West Bengal 82225 82256 82749 82731

India 1002546 797756 982483 833149
Source: Lok Sabha Unstarred Question No. 17, dated 18.07.2022.

Table 4 presents the state-wise distribution 
of sports equipment to schools under the 
Samagra Shiksha Scheme from 2019 to 
2023. Andhra Pradesh and Bihar consistently 
recorded high numbers, emphasizing their 
commitment to physical education, while 
Gujarat and Maharashtra reported zero 
schools in some years, suggesting possible 

implementation gaps. The total number of 
supported schools peaked in 2021-2022 
but saw a significant drop by 2022-2023, 
highlighting inconsistencies. Ensuring 
sustained and equitable distribution of 
sports resources is crucial for fostering 
holistic, inclusive education across all states 
in India.
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Table 5: State-wise Financial Summary of Samagra Shiksha Scheme in India (2020-2021 
to 2022-2023 - Up to 21.07.2022)

(Rs. in Lakh)
States/ 

UTs
2020-2021 2021-2022 2022-2023

Budget 
Approved

Central 
Share 

Released

Expenditure 
Incurred by 
State/UT 
Including 

its Share as 
Reported in 
PRABANDH 

Portal

Unspent 
Balance 

(Including 
State 

Share) as 
Reported 

in the 
PRABANDH 

Portal

Budget 
Approved

Central 
Share 

Released

Utilization 
of Funds 

(Including 
State 
Share)

Budget 
Approved

Central 
Share 

Released 
up to 21. 
7.2022

Andaman 
& Nicobar 

Islands

5545.59 4037.43 4466.32 1207.89 5637.45 3152.32 3981.31 7162.15 0

Andhra 
Pradesh

134853.54 86975.09 108556.12 28215.12 134853.54 68301.36 147631.69 164184.2 0

Arunachal 
Pradesh

44215.86 33964.52 28533.15 9160.97 44215.86 27996.24 37227.28 47018.88 0

Assam 197702.88 159429.09 189295.95 7101.48 197702.88 156156.4 180164.8 240703.28 0

Bihar 382755 282822.81 518977.57 221855.32 382755 340608.45 521636.02 466004.21 0

Chandigarh 9552.71 7115.42 8680.96 1667.84 10024.09 10804.09 9197.53 12422.81 2140.36

Chhattisgarh 88790.33 35068.41 106813.12 60496.16 88790.33 33236.78 112146.81 108102.23 0

Dadra and 
Nagar Haveli

and Daman 
and Diu

6717.8 3493.77 4190.87 764.45 6740.66 2092.45 25427.67 8554.52 0

Delhi 31521.04 14926.44 36788.81 9404.65 31521.05 14588.04 4144.6 37727.38 0

Goa 1861 1788.38 2718.32 808.06 1861 1102.19 2874.14 2265.77 0

Gujarat 104183.92 97632.8 179496.77 31064.94 100974.38 89375.71 181959.6 122936.31 0

Haryana 85755.82 74570.72 122298.83 20315.01 82538.73 51709.18 105383.82 90620.71 0

Himachal 
Pradesh

58166.16 49230.46 41213.38 28181.26 58166.16 31910.05 47097.56 69488.17 0

Jammu & 
Kashmir

147213.74 38557.43 118456.76 60962.12 132021.74 87398.83 77090.75 160736.47 0

Jharkhand 90018 86561.21 144324.65 2214.72 90018 85897.13 155085.48 109596.92 0

Karnataka 70761.11 61010.01 88580.17 15452.69 70761.11 47451.63 121523.59 86151.66 0

Kerala 25221.99 23838.59 43630.97 366.77 25221.99 22512.79 44557.1 30707.77 0

Ladakh 10203.97 5806.39 2042.92 7827.62 9999.72 5717.55 2395.54 12108.66 0

Lakshadweep 826.16 254.63 261.64 283.08 573.33 216.15 343.53 786.86 0

Madhya 
Pradesh

294630.92 246219.48 430851.72 69298.68 294630.92 229279.75 425514.18 358607.45 0

Maharashtra 101370.47 63559.58 100541.69 8188.24 101370.47 69302.88 67536.59 123418.55 0

Manipur 38242.09 32364.84 32954.52 14206.83 37042.52 18250.19 32168.53 45099.28 0

Meghalaya 42339.28 28355.68 40517.59 -188.82 30584.23 27171.38 43476.36 37236.3 0

Mizoram 23310.22 18855.02 18739.32 10260.54 22559.99 17968.14 19574.87 27466.79 0

Nagaland 25624.49 21347.11 17667.02 20133.09 21808.76 13734.16 23804.32 26552.17 0

Odisha 149745.39 130145.67 276836.93 37418.73 145334.43 123807.39 226818.78 176944.67 0

Puducherry 1514 972.44 2326.1 498.39 1514 1397.54 1946.51 1843.3 0

Punjab 57209.85 53143.13 127385.3 66761.14 54353.29 50127.01 97085.11 66175.13 0

Rajasthan 273019.53 225943.67 425873.85 123069.93 273019.53 240582.13 444355.54 330877.36 0

Sikkim 12749.33 6451.72 9115.62 1030.7 12249.29 10012.46 9904.14 14913.51 0

Tamil Nadu 164996.07 162153.74 271492.84 3288.92 164996.07 159882.18 279038.58 197417.85 0

Telangana 88061.36 34807.36 105952.79 16845.36 88061.36 55327.91 95397.23 107214.72 0
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Tripura 42642.69 40371.19 31565.04 13948.38 31820.19 22692.81 36168.05 38741.08 0

Uttar Pradesh 553308.53 457185.61 667843.1 324901.89 512311.236 204497.1 463207.76 583123.97 0

Uttarakhand 78773.29 54149.33 58187.33 38786.7 67262.62 32083.6 57072.76 80124.06 0

West Bengal 133877.32 132743.02 191443.12 41275.34 133877.32 130974.48 238380.34 162995.64 0

India 3577281.44 2775852.18 4558621.16 1063698.73 3467173.24 2487318.43 4341318.47 4156030.79 2140.36

Source: Lok Sabha Unstarred Question No. 2125, dated 02.08.2021, Lok Sabha Unstarred Question 
No. 2872, dated 21.03.2022 & Lok Sabha Unstarred Question No. 2335, dated 01.08.2022.

Table 5 details the state-wise budget, 
central share released, expenditure, and 
unspent balances under the Samagra 
Shiksha Scheme from 2020 to 2023, 
showing marked variations across states. 
Bihar and Rajasthan, despite high budgets 
and expenditures, reported substantial 
unspent balances, indicating potential 
fund management challenges. In contrast, 
states like Andhra Pradesh and Assam 

demonstrated efficient fund utilization 
with minimal unspent amounts. Overall, 
budget approvals and fund releases 
significantly increased, reflecting the 
scheme’s intensified focus on enhancing 
inclusive, quality education. However, the 
notable unspent balances underscore the 
need for improved financial planning and 
resource allocation to ensure more effective 
implementation.

Table 6: State-wise Financial Allocation and Expenditure on ICT Labs and Smart 
Classrooms under Samagra Shiksha Scheme in India (2018-2019 to 2021-2022 - as of 

31.01.2022)

 (Rs. in Crore)

States/UTs

Approval Expenditure
2018-
2019

2019-
2020

2020-2021 2021-2022 2018-
2019

2019-
2020

2020-2021

ICT Lab ICT 
Lab

ICT 
Lab

Smart 
Class 

Room1 
b

ICT 
Lab

Smart 
Class 

Room1

ICT 
Lab

ICT 
Lab

ICT 
Lab

Smart 
Class 

Room1

Andaman 
& Nicobar 

Islands

4.7 0.7 2.7 4.1 3 0 1 3.5 3.6 4

Andhra 
Pradesh

30 48.5 33.1 0 59.3 26.9 0 24.3 0 0

Arunachal 
Pradesh

2.3 2.1 4.4 0 5.6 0 0 8 0 0

Assam 18.1 40.5 71 0 155 87.4 22 43.3 40.2 0
Bihar 46.2 30.8 11.9 0 0 65.7 0 0 0 0

Chandigarh 1 0.5 0.7 0 0.3 2.1 0.9 0.8 0.7 0
Chhattisgarh 24.2 0 1 63 13.8 70.9 3.3 27.7 0.5 36.7
Daman and 
Diu & Dadra 
and Nagar 

Haveli

0.4 0 0.9 0 2.2 2 0.3 0 0.6 0

Delhi 1.4 0 10 0.9 0 21.5 18.2 10 9.2 0
Goa 0 14.8 0.2 0 0.2 0 0.3 0 0 0

Gujarat 0.3 0 0 43.5 0 104 0 10.8 10.2 0
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Haryana 32 22.8 0 36.5 18.3 29 17 0 39.5 29.9
Himachal 
Pradesh

59.3 0 55.6 0 35.7 39.2 57.1 40 10.3 0

Jammu & 
Kashmir

49.1 45.3 26.1 0 51.8 12.4 26.7 12.6 56 0

Jharkhand 51 24.4 73.1 0 79.1 12.5 15.2 31.2 25.9 0
Karnataka 15.1 50.8 76.2 0 63.7 0 33.4 0 0 0

Kerala 47.6 12.5 0 0 0 2.8 0 0 0 0
Ladakh 0 0 4.4 0 2.1 0.5 0 0 0 0

Lakshadweep 1.2 0 0.3 0 0.3 0.2 0 0 0 0
Madhya 
Pradesh

9.7 0 0 0 28.2 16.8 0 0 0 0

Maharashtra 110.7 154.9 35 0 0 21.3 110.7 42.1 34.5 0
Manipur 7.8 12.3 15.6 0 10 7.4 6.5 13.5 23.1 0

Meghalaya 0 2.8 12.4 0 5.7 0 3.3 0.1 5 0
Mizoram 0.9 0 3.3 0 0.8 4.8 0.8 0 2.6 0
Nagaland 0.9 0.5 0 11.4 0 2.7 0.9 0 0.4 0
Odisha 233 98.8 120.2 9.2 43.4 107.3 131.1 148.1 150.1 9.2

Puducherry 4.8 2.5 3.4 0 1.1 2.4 6.7 2.5 4.3 0
Punjab 6.6 0 12.5 0 37.5 68.9 6.6 42.1 19.3 0

Rajasthan 69.1 36.4 42.5 39.9 38.1 66.1 50.8 33.8 48.2 0.1
Sikkim 6.7 4.1 3.6 0 8.9 5.7 2.2 5.9 3.2 0

Tamil Nadu 0 104.3 54.3 0 149.9 20.8 214.4 77.8 53.1 0
Telangana 52.7 40.5 13.5 0 39.1 72.2 26.7 0 70 0

Tripura 0 5.7 4.5 0 22.8 6 0 0 18.4 0
Uttar 

Pradesh
37.4 1.1 0 50.4 0 13 0 0 0 0

Uttarakhand 0 1.3 12 27.4 34.6 17 0 33 10.3 9.6
West Bengal 0 0 8 0 93.3 47.2 0 0 0 0

India 924.2 759.1 712.6 286.2 1003.8 956.8 756 611.1 639 89.7
Source: Lok Sabha Unstarred Question No. 1908, dated 14.03.2022. Note: 1: Provision for Smart 
Classrooms introduced in Samagra Shiksha in 2020-2021.

Table 6 highlights the financial allocation and 
expenditure for ICT labs and smart classrooms 
under the Samagra Shiksha Scheme from 
2018 to 2022, illustrating critical trends in the 
initiative’s push to expand digital education. 
States such as Andhra Pradesh, Assam, and 
Tamil Nadu received substantial approvals 
for ICT labs, reflecting their commitment to 
strengthening digital infrastructure. However, 
expenditure often lagged behind approvals, 
indicating potential implementation barriers; 

for instance, Bihar received significant 
allocations but reported minimal expenditure. 
In contrast, Odisha and Tamil Nadu exhibited 
high expenditure rates, suggesting efficient 
fund utilization. Overall, the data reveals an 
increased emphasis on digital education, 
essential for fostering inclusive quality learning 
in India. Yet, the gap between approvals and 
actual expenditures signals a need for better 
fund management and implementation 
strategies to maximize impact.
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Section B: Impact of Educational 
Financing on Access, Equity, and 
Practices in Inclusive Education
Educational financing through initiatives 
like the Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) 
significantly impacts access, equity, and 
practices in inclusive education across 
India. Financial allocations under SSA 
are essential for developing educational 
infrastructure and resources that foster 
inclusive learning environments, such as 
accessible facilities and adaptive materials 
for students with disabilities. By funding 
scholarships, transport subsidies, and 
residential facilities, SSA reduces educational 
barriers for marginalized communities, 
expanding access to schooling. Additionally, 
SSA’s equity-focused approach prioritizes 
underserved regions, ensuring that children 
across socioeconomic and geographic divides 
benefit from educational opportunities. In 
terms of educational practices, SSA drives 
innovation by supporting teacher training, 
curriculum adaptations, and technology 
integration, which enhance teaching quality 
and address diverse learning needs. This 
support is crucial for creating an engaging, 
adaptable curriculum that meets the varied 
requirements of students across the nation. 
Accountability and monitoring mechanisms 
within SSA ensure transparency in fund 
utilization, allowing for consistent evaluation 
and improvement of educational outcomes. 
Collectively, SSA’s financial strategies 
promote an inclusive, equitable education 
system aligned with global standards and 
tailored to India’s local needs. Through 
targeted funding, SSA is instrumental in 
building a resilient, adaptive educational 
framework, enabling all students, regardless 
of background, to access quality education 
and develop their potential.

Section C: Policy Analysis and 
Recommendations
The Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) has 
been instrumental in promoting inclusive, 
quality education across India by reducing 
barriers to access, enhancing equity, and 
encouraging innovative practices. A policy 
analysis reveals key insights, accompanied 
by recommendations for strengthening 
and sustaining SSA’s impact. While SSA’s 
funding has improved infrastructure and 
teacher development, state-level disparities 
remain significant. To address these, 
consistent, equitable funding based on 
socio-economic indicators is essential, 
coupled with rigorous monitoring and audit 
mechanisms to enhance transparency. 
Additionally, although SSA has introduced 
digital learning tools and adaptive curricula, 
scaling and standardization of these practices 
are crucial. Clear guidelines for educators 
and partnerships with technology firms 
could further the reach and effectiveness of 
inclusive education tools. For marginalized 
groups in remote and tribal regions, targeted 
solutions such as mobile schooling units and 
community learning centres are needed, along 
with affirmative action policies to support 
access and retention. Strengthening SSA’s 
real-time monitoring and evaluation through 
data analytics and regular stakeholder 
feedback would improve accountability and 
intervention efficacy. Finally, integrating SSA 
with national and state education policies, 
fostering cross-sector collaborations, and 
ensuring ongoing funding and policy reforms 
will enhance its impact and sustainability. 
In sum, these recommendations aim to 
build on SSA’s successes, address ongoing 
challenges, and cultivate a more inclusive, 
resilient educational system that can meet 
India’s diverse needs effectively.



Empowering Education in India: Rethinking Access.... 47

Voices of Teachers and Teacher Educators

References

Banerjee, M. (2014). Elementary Education of the Urban Poor: Policy Context, Text and Practice in 
Delhi. Economic and Political Weekly, 32–35.

Desai, S., & Kulkarni, V. (2008). Changing educational inequalities in India in the context of affirmative 
action. Demography, 45(2), 245–270.

Govinda, R., & Sedwal, M. (Eds.). (2017). India Education Report: Progress of Basic Education. New 
Delhi: Oxford University Press.

Jojo, B. (2013). Decline of Ashram Schools in central and eastern India: Impact on education of ST 
children. Social Change, 43(3), 377–395.

Ministry of Human Resource Development. (2001). Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan: Programme for Universal 
Elementary Education in India. In Http://Www.Educationforallinindia.Com/ssa.htm  

Mishra, J. (2018). Awareness and attitude of elementary school teachers towards continuous and 
comprehensive evaluation. http://hdl.handle.net/10603/284661 

Nongbri, C. (2017). Evaluation of Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan SSA in Garo Hills, Meghalaya. http://hdl.
handle.net/10603/253596 

Tilak, J.B.G. (2018). Inadequate Funding for Elementary Education. In: Education and Development in 
India. Singapore: Palgrave Macmillan. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-981-13-0250-3_10


	4_B24

