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Abstract- The Assamese language belongs to the Indo- Aryan language family. It is the official
language of the state of Assam along with two other co-official languages, i.e, Boro and Bengali.
It is adopted as the common language among the communities that are used to speak different
languages in the state of Assam.

Boro is the major plain tribe of the state of Assam. The term Boro refers to both the
language as well as the people that speak the language. They belong to the Tibeto-Burman
branch of the Sino-Tibetan language family. The Boros are mostly bilingual. They use their
mother tongue in every domain while speaking to the people of their community. The majority of
the Boro speakers can speak Assamese fluently. They use Assamese as the contact language
while communicating with people having different language mother tongues. As they come into
contact with the Assamese speakers daily and frequently, they use the Assamese language, and
as a result of it, many Assamese words are used in the Boro language with slight phonological
changes.

This paper discusses the phonological features of Assamese that are used in Boro.
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Introduction:

Assam is the most populous state among the states of North-East India. People from three
different language families such as Indo-Aryan, Tibeto-Burman and Austro-Asiatic live here.
The majority of the people speak their mother tongue. Assamese is the official language of
Assam along with two other co-official languages, namely, Boro and Bengali. Assamese is used
as the lingua franca among people from different language families. The Assamese language
belongs to the Indo-Aryan language family.

Boro language belongs to the Tibeto-Burman branch of the Sino-Tibetan language
family. The term Boro refers to the language as well as the community that speaks the language.
It is one of the major plain tribes of Assam. It is majorly spoken in the four districts of Bodo land
Territorial Region, namely, Kokrajhar, Chirang, Baksa, and Odalguri. Itistheco-official language
of Assam.

Boro speakers are found in many districts of Assam namely, Bongaigaon, Dhubri,
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Darrang, Sonitpur, Dhemaji, Lakhimpur, Karbi Anglong, Golaghat. They are also found in some
North Eastern states such as Arunachal Pradesh and Nagaland.

Boro speakers use their mother tongue in all the domains. They use their language while
communicating with the people of their community. They are mostly bilingual. The majority
ofthe Boro speakers can speak Assamese fluently. They use the Assamese language as the
contact language while interacting with people from different language communities. As they
come into contact with Assamese speaking people and continue to interact with them in the
Assamese language, gradually they use some Assamese words while speaking in their mother
tongue. Boro speakers use the Assamese words with some changes in the phonological features.
And these phonological features are discussed below.

Objectives:
The main purpose of the study is to:

e ldentify the phonological features of Assamese in Boro.
e Discuss the changes that occur in the phonological features of Assamese in Boro.

Methodology:

For collecting data, both primary, as well as secondary sources, are being used. While collecting
primary data, observation and interview methods are used for the purpose. In collecting
secondary data, various books, newspapers, journals, magazines are being used.

Phonological features of Assamesein Boro:

Boro language encompasses many Assamese words which they use in their day to day
conversation. Boro speakers use these Assamese words with slight changes or modifications in
their day to day conversation. They use these Assamese words because they don’t have their
native terms in their language or they may have lost those words long time back due to the in
fluence of Assamese. These slight changes or modifications in Assamese words while used by
the Boro speakers are discussed below:

Aspiration:

In the native Boro word, voiceless bilabial un-aspirated stop, voiceless alveolar un-aspirated stop
and voiceless velar un-aspirated stop do not exist. So, the word borrowed from the Assamese
language changes from voiceless bi-labial unaspirated stop /p/ to voiceless bi-labial aspirated
stop /p"/, voiceless alveolar un-aspirated stop / t/ to voiceless alveolar aspirated stop /t'/and
voiceless velar un-aspirated stop /k/ changes to voiceless velar aspirated stop /k"/ in the Boro
language.
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/p/>/pt/
/t/>/th>
/k/>/kb/
/p/>/p?/

Assamese Boro Gloss
/puk’uri/ /p"uk’ri/ ‘pond’
/pank’a/ Ip*ank’al ‘fan’
Iputolal Iptut'lal ‘doll’

Ipuli/ Iptuli/ ‘seedling’

lopomanl /op'oman/ ‘insult’
upai/ /up’ai/ ‘way’
/t/>/th/

Assamese Boro Gloss
/tukura/ /tuk'ra/ ‘piece’
/tamasa/ /thamsa/ ‘prank’

/tema/ /thema/ ‘can’
/sinta/ Isint’al ‘thought’
[zota/ /zut"a/ ‘shoe’
/montri/ /mont'ril ‘minister’
/k/>7kY
Assamese Boro Gloss
/kom/ /k"om/ ‘less’
/komala/ /kromlal ‘orange’
/kona/ /krana/ ‘amblyophia’
/eke/ Jekre/ ‘same’
/bakolil /bak’li/ ‘skin’
/sakor/ /sakorl ‘servant’

De-aspiration:

Native Boro word does not have the voiced velar aspirated stop, voiced alveolar aspirated stop
and voiced bi-labial aspirated stop. So, the word borrowed from Assamese language changes
from voiced velar as pirated stop / g / to voiced velar un-aspirated / g /, voiced alveolar aspirated
stop

/ d/ to voiced alveolar un-aspirated stop / d / and voiced bilabial aspirated stop / b" / changes to
voicedbilabial un-aspirated stop / b / in the Boro language.

Page 49



Educational Trend (A Journal of RIE, NCERT, Ajmer), Volume 3, Issue 2, July 2022
ISSN: 2583-6269

/gh/>/g/

Assamese Boro Gloss
/gMhtona/ /gotonal ‘incident’
/g"ehu/ /gehu/ ‘wheat’
/ghora/ /goral ‘horse’
/ghori/ /gori/ ‘clock’

/db/>/d/

Assamese Boro Gloss
/dari/ /dahra/ ‘bamboomat’
/d"nl /dwhwn/ ‘wealth’

/gad"al Igadol ‘donkey’
/bad’a/ /bada/ ‘interrupt’
/drar/ /dahar/ ‘lend’
/bond"s/ [bondol ‘vacation’
/bh/>/b/
Assamese Boro Gloss
/ob"dro/ [obodrol ‘impolite’
Ibraral Iba’ra/ ‘rent’
Ibagl /bahag/ ‘part/portion’

Consonant substitution:

In the Boro language, the Assamese voiceless velar fricative / h / does not exist. So, the word
borrowed from the Assamese language changes from voiceless velar fricative / h / to voiceless
alveolar fricative / s / in the Boro language.

/h/>/s/
Assamese Boro Gloss
[hibirl [sibir/ ‘camp’
[homanl Isomanl ‘equal’
Ihimal /simna/ ‘limit/border’
[hamukl /samu/ ‘oyster’
[ohurl [osur! ‘demon’
lahal lasa/ ‘hope’
Ibihl /bis/ ‘pain’

Vowel substitution:

In the Boro language, Assamese higher mid back vowel / o / changes to mid-back vowel / o /, lower
mid front vowel / € / changes to mid front vowel / e / and lower mid back vowel / o / changes to low
central vowel / a / in the Boro language. /o/> /o/
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Assamese
Igrora/

Assamese
lkopall
ldoloyl
/nora/
lkonal

le/>/e/

Assamese

[tezpatl

/g"ehu/

/plesa/
Ikesil
/dehl
Irel/

Conclusion:
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o8]

oro
Igoral

(98]

oro

/krap’all
ldalayl
/nara/

lkranal

Boro
/thezp’at"/
/gehu/
Iptesa/
/kremsil
/deha/
Irell

ISSN: 2583-6269

‘forehead’
‘bridge’
‘stubble’

‘amblyophia’

Gloss
‘Bayleaf’
‘wheat’

‘owl’
‘scissors’
‘body’
‘train’

From the above discussion, it becomes clear that due to frequent interaction with the Assamese
speaking people many Assamese phonological features are incorporated in the Boro language.
These features are used in the Boro language with slight phonological changes or modifications.
These Assamese phonological features are used by the Boro speakers while speaking their
mother tongue as they may not have their own native words of such words in their language.
Many Assamese words are incorporated into Boro language in order to fulfil their needs. Apart
from Assamese language, many words are also incorporated in the Boro langauge from many

cognate and non-cognate languages.
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